
Milkyways

(Pro)Creation and its 
myths

Birth, miscarriages, stillbirths or bodily uvids hafe rarely 
novpd a fisval re.reseptatiop ip art historyI Cp her Hrst colvmp, 
qamille Deprot -vestiops the myths on .rocreatiop ip both art 

apd lineI
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«Milkyways», 2020, watercolour, acrylic and oil on canvas. Annik Wetter/Kamel Mennour Gallery 

weath apd birth both seem to be the most bapal, ipesca.able, yet most deT
cisife momepts on efery hvmap lineI Bvt Vhile death has beep .roliHcalT
ly ips.iripg parratifes ip literatvre, .hiloso.hy, cipema apd the fisval arts, 
the re.reseptatiop on birth has remaiped limited to the birth on gods apd 
mythical HgvresI 

xhere is kepvs, nor eAam.le, Vho emerged paZed apd beavtinvl ip a shell 
nrom the oceap, ’thepa Vho came north nrom (evs) s.litted headEache–, apd 
Mfe, Vho Vas normed ovt on ’dam)s rib J apd the kirgip …ary Vith :esvs 
qhrist, on covrse « Bvt all on them came to line by Vays on male or difiT
pe nertilityP xhey are detached nrom seAvality apd .aip, se.arated nrom the 
shadoVs on deaths J miscarriages, stillbirths apd materpal deathsI xhey are 
Vater.roon apd vpa»ected by all body uvidsI ’..areptly, the nemale eA.eriT
epce on .rocreatiop apd birth Vas pefer copsidered to be artistically VorthyI

’ neV mopths azer C had gifep birth myseln, C decided to VorZ op a series on 
.aiptipgs dedicated to this basic cha.ter on the line on all Vomep apd mep J 
vsipg ap a..licatiop called GOrocreateYI Ct is desigped nor Gcreatife .ronesT
siopals apd as.iripg artists aliZeY ’..le Vrites op its .rodvct descri.tiopI 
xhe a.. o»ers a great fariety on digital brvshesI xhey hel. me layovt apd 
cvt di»erept masZs to mapvally set digital brvshstroZes Ethe digital brvshT
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stroZes themselfes beipg ap imitatiop on brvshstroZes–I ’pd Vhile vsipg 
the a.. op VorZs op motherhood, C realiWed J -vite amvsed J that its pame 
GOrocreateY draVs ap apalogy betVeep the .rodvctiop on art apd the maT
Zipg on hvmap beipgsI

qreatiop apd .rocreatiop are still beipg mystiHed as -vasiTdifipe mapineT
statiops located ip the secrecy on ateliers, bedrooms apd hos.italsI Cp the 
Vesterp cvltvre the artistic gepivs apd the kirgip …ary remaip tVo lopely 
Hgvres, as archety.es they coptipve to ipuvepce the Vay Ve .erceife arT
tistic, seAval apd domestic lineI qreatiop Vas copsidered a ?odTgifep giz 
maiply grapted to the chosep neV on the chvrch, the castle holders apd the 
eliteI 8ply the male gepivs Vas able to bripg to line the master.ieces on keT
pvs apd …aryI xhis attitvde blipded art history to Vomep)s eA.eriepceI Cp 
this art traditiop apd, more geperally s.eaZipg, ip ovr .aterpalistic society 
creatiop has vpnortvpately alVays beep associated Vith nemale selnTsacriT
Hce J Vomep either defote themselfes to a child or, in they are alloVed at 
all, to their artistic focatiopI

Cpterestipgly, this moral settipg apd the still fery clerical system get tVisted 
opce techpology comes ipto the .ictvreP ip fitro nertilisatiop, egg nreeWipg, 
s.erm apd egg bapZs apd maybe soop vtervs machipes deTmystiny .roT
creatiop ip -vite the same Vay the digital tools vsed by all artists poVadays 
deTmystiny the creatiop on artI

’..le svrely did pot hafe this e»ect ip mipd Vhep ba.tiWipg the ’.. GOroT
creatiopYI Ct is ap acropym nor G.ronessiopal creatiopY that clearly tries to 
svcceed ip demotipg the VorZ on amatevr artistsI 9et, ip the adfertisemept 
’..le claims that Ve cap get rid on apy .ronessiopal setTv. apd GVorZ op 
the covch, op the traip, op the beach, or Vhile -vevipg nor ovr co»eeYI Ct is 
a com.lete art stvdio Gyov cap taZe apyVhereYI

DoVefer, this casval a..roach to Gbaby .rodvctiopY has yet to be ipfepT
tedP :hile .rocreatiop Gop the covchY mvst hafe beep .ernormed as mapy 
times as there are stars ip the sZy, the idea on beipg ipsemipated Vhile -vevT
ipg nor ovr co»ee remaips sciepce HctiopI Ct is a matter on nact that ip the .ast 
seAvality Vas a casval efept nor mep J Vhat in assisted .rocreatiop became 
as accessible as sZetchipg Vith ap ’..le .aiptbrvsh op the beach;  

Tereza Mundilová 

About the artist

At the 55th Venice Biennale, French 
artist Camille Henrot was awarded 
the Silver Lion for her video «Gros-
se Fatigue», among others. Since she 
gave birth to her son, she has both in-
tellectually and artistically been ex-
ploring the ambivalent feelings as-
sociated with so-called motherhood. 
She, her partner, the Swiss composer 
Mauro Hertig, and her son Iddu are 
based in Berlin.
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